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Now Up To Bat

A new Chelsea bar hits a home run
Corina Zappia
Tuesday, April 12th 2005
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What makes a sports bar a sports bar?
A freakish number of television sets? A
Yankees-obsessed crowd maniacally
fixated on the instant replay; or is it
that predictably "manly" combination of
hardwood floors and exposed brick?

Subscribe
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OICE Free New Classifieds

Check and check. The brand new Gym
Sportsbar has it all—only the projected
images of athletes' sculpted physiques
hint that this particular watering hole is
one of a kind. Billed as the first and
only gay sports bar in New York, it's an
establishment whose welcome is long
overdue: an open atmosphere for the
many gay sports enthusiasts in the
city, boasting nine large-screen TVs, a
40-foot mahogany bar with frozen
energy-drink slushies ($7), and plans
to offer Final Four eats like buffalo
wings and nachos. Longtime athletes
themselves, co-owners Rick Schmutzler
and Nick Leonard also reach out to the
many gay sports leagues in the city,
hosting registration sign-ups for
tournaments and partnering with them
for charity events. Plus, the duo will
soon have more space to entertain
once the basement rec room and
outside porch open up.

rentals 17,747 | jobs 5,951

adult entertainment9,208

The TV screens beckon.

classifieds | backpage.com | Post ads for free!
Details:
Gym Sportsbar
167 Eighth Ave
212.337.2439

Heath Ledger Peers Into The Abyss in The Dark
Knight

Christopher Nolan's Batman returns, delivers
the kick-ass goods

The Houses That Ruthlessness Built
Welcome to middling baseball in sleek new
cathedrals

The NYPD Rips Up Rappers
Rebel Diaz and their hip-hop politics run afoul of
the cops

Of course, those wall projections
(courtesy of Outsports.com's photo
gallery) are the best part, quite
effective at beckoning drooling
sidewalk traffic inside. Rah-rah indeed,
boys.

The Trials of Jean Grae
Why an NYC rap star threatened retirement,
and why she hasn't stopped threatening yet

A Teen Private-In-Training Is Crushed to Death
. .. and his father fights for answers
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More by Corina Zappia
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Red Carpet Daze
Oscars and the people who covet them

Spirited Diners
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